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Synopsis

James is late 20s, works as a head-hunter and is charming but obsessively self-destructive. He is well paid and commutes to work in London from an affluent village. He drinks heavily after work and at weekends in the local pub in his village. He has a posh girlfriend, Emma, who likes to be driven around in his sports car. However, business isn’t good with his employer and he is under consultation for being made redundant. He doesn’t mind this so much as he’s confident he can find another job and is looking forward to the redundancy money.

On the way to a meeting where he expects to be given his notice he takes the tube. An ill looking young woman faints in front of him. He helps her off the tube and takes her to Starbucks while she recovers. He misses his meeting at work and is sacked by Blackberry. Having no work to go to he decides to blast his credit card and asks the girl, Kim, to help him. They hit the pub, then have a meal in Gordon Ramsey’s restaurant, bantering with the man himself. He falls into the dock at Canary Wharf, she pulls him out (she’s an accomplished swimmer). They end up in a five star hotel for the night. When they sober up the next morning they are still rather enamoured with each other. 

Kim is an artist who is spectacularly unsuccessful financially. Various exhibitions have left her in debt. She has a bohemian appearance and lives in a hovel in Hackney. James wants to show Kim the village where he lives. Kim isn’t very comfortable with the countryside and feels like a complete outside when they visit the pub. They sleep together at James’ house but she finds evidence of Emma around the place and challenges him. He suggests that Emma will dump him when she realises he’s unemployed. Kim storms off back to London.

James drowns his sorrows in the pub where he finds out that the landlord has put it on the market with the objective of converting it into a private house. A consortium of local professionals – a solicitor, a doctor, an accountant and an entrepreneur – has proposed buying the pub with the objective of running it for the community but they want a local person to run the pub and to put some money into buying the tenancy. James fancies the idea of his own pub as he thinks he is something of a gastronome and is prepared to put his redundancy money into it. However, he is told that he needs a partner, preferably a female with a big personality, to run the bar. Emma is disgusted by the idea of working behind a bar and thinks the whole idea is ludicrous. James remembers that Kim said she had experience of working in bars and restaurants to finance her career as an artist and decides to take a chance on asking her. He knows she needs the money. He is staggered when she agrees to find out more about the venture but she insists on being well paid and living for free over the pub.

The couple are interviewed by the owners who, surprisingly, seem unconcerned by their lack of experience in running a pub (or any business). The pub is sold and James and Kim take over. Kim brings her artistic eye to the dog-eared furnishings and fittings and updates the pub in a pleasant, modern style. James has disasters learning the cooking and cellarmanship but the two put in a lot of effort and get credit and custom from the locals. They maintain a platonic relationship – with Emma often sitting in the bar and needling Kim who, in turn, flirts with the regular customers, which makes James jealous.

Once he starts to find his feet James begins to resent some of the micro-management practised by members of the local consortium. The entrepreneur and accountant insist on handling cash and banking duties and James is suspicious of the amount of cash going through the tills and to suppliers. He is also irritated about the attention paid to Kim by the doctor.

They make a decent profit and celebrate that under their management the pub has been proved viable again. The professionals in the consortium respond by increasing their rent. 

On one occasion when James is running a pub quiz, the doctor invents a pretext to get Kim to visit him at home. She finds him there alone and he makes unwanted sexual advances to her. When she rejects him he tell her he only put money into the pub because of her and he wants a return on his investment. He sexually assaults her but she fights off his attempts at rape and escapes. She returns during the pub quiz and feels she is unable to tell anyone – the doctor is an employer and is capable of removing everything she’s worked for. James picks up something is wrong and, in between rounds of the quiz, he coaxes the story out of Kim. He is horrified and instinctively protective of Kim. He tells her that she is more important than any investment in the pub. She doesn’t want to go to the police but he tells her to collect any evidence anyway and that he’ll sort something out. James’ relationship with Emma breaks down and he starts to become intimate with Kim, although she is traumatised for a while.

Next time the doctor comes into the pub James takes him into the kitchen on a pretext and punches him. The doctor tries to suggest Kim had agreed to consensual sex and refers to her in misogynistic terms. He says he has an impeccable reputation and is also effectively James’ employer. James hits him again and tells him to never set foot in the pub again and that he’ll buy him out.

James needs to raise some cash to buy out the doctor and realises that he needs more transparent access to the accounts if he is to be able to get a mortgage or bank loan. He asks the accountant and entrepreneur for this and is rebuffed. James starts to ask around about the accountant and entrepreneur’s history. Kim goes out one night while James works on his own. She returns late and notices smoke coming from the pub’s thatched roof. She goes in and finds James asleep in a drunken stupor while the bar fills with smoke. The cause of the fire is never established.

The pub is gutted but, as a listed building, must be rebuilt. All of the consortium except the solicitor want out when the insurance money comes through. It looks as if the pub will not be rebuilt. An agreement is reached when James puts his house up for sale to put enough capital into the pub in which he’ll then live with Kim when it’s rebuilt. James and Kim put in herculean efforts to get the pub rebuilt. The reconstruction goes well and quickly and the facilities are updated. They now need to rebuild the trade in the local community and further afield. Then Kim gets pregnant.
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